
 

  Media Law 

 Defense of television news reporter and broadcast company news 
program producer, obtaining a dismissal on a motion for summary 
judgment in a defamation action by conceding that the news report 
contained a false statement of fact about the plaintiff, but focusing on a 
lack of knowledge or recklessness on the part of the reporter, in a state 
district court in Monroe, Louisiana.  Dismissal affirmed by the court of 
appeal and writ applications by the plaintiff denied by the Louisiana 
Supreme Court and the U. S. Supreme Court.   

 Defense of subpoena to local network-affiliated television broadcaster 
issued by NYSE-listed international chemical refinery operator, which 
was a defendant in a mass tort class action in federal court seeking 
“outtakes” related to broadcast news programs, obtaining court order 
quashing subpoena based upon Louisiana reporters’ privilege statute.   

 Defense of radio broadcaster in state court defamation action 
presenting res nova issues arising from an anonymous telephone call 
broadcast on a public interest radio program.  Obtained stay order from 
Louisiana Supreme Court after district court and state appellate court 
denied stay pending writ application from denial of motion for 
summary judgment.  Louisiana First Circuit Court of Appeals then 
granted writ application, reversed the trial court, and dismissed the 
action.  Louisiana Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme Court then denied 
plaintiff’s writ applications resulting in complete dismissal of the 
action.   

 Defense of sugar refinery in defamation action by discharged 
employee.  Obtained judgment on appeal reversing $200,000 trial court 
judgment against client and dismissing the action.   

 Defense of entertainment magazine publisher in defamation action by 
New York City radio disc jockey arising from report that disc jockey 
was being sought for questioning in connection with a crime.  
Favorably settled after written discovery into disc jockey’s 
background.   

 Defense of newspaper publisher in defamation action by coroner 
against publisher and local governmental entity arising from series of 
articles critical of coroner.  Favorably settled during discovery.   

 Defense of magazine publisher in defamation action by pro se plaintiff 
obtaining dismissal on a motion to strike under Louisiana’s SLAPP 
statute and obtaining an award of attorneys’ fees in favor of the 



 

publisher against the plaintiff.   
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